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The Pollard script 

Samuel Pollard (1864-19 15) served as a Methodist missionary in southern China 
from 1887. In 1904 he went to the Ta Hwa Miao (Big Flowery Miao, A-Hmao) peo- 
ple, whose language is now called Western Hmong. He devised a script (Enwall 1994) 
comprising geometric symbols; it went through several stages of development, with 
that of 1936 apparently the one that has become standard (subsequent proposed im- 
provements do not appear in a 1983 primer). Each consonant and vowel has its own 
symbol — each vowel is a diacritic, whose placement at the top, upper right, middle, 
or bottom of the consonant letter denotes different tones. (Some of the Hmong lan- 
guages for which Pollard script has been used distinguish consonants by voicing rath- 
er than aspiration, and others replace those distinctions with a set of eight rather than 
four tones.) The order in which the 32(1) "big letters" are taught is: Y ?L / J p T 1 1 ts 
r/1 htts3kTtTqtn)m\JwVvAz,ySs3zAtlLlh(ong\xJsRzUmp 
(T nts CC nts Q ngk CT nt CT nt (J ngq CA ntl. The total of 37 "small letters" (i.e. 



vowel and nasal finals) is arrived at by, again, counting compound symbols separate- 
ly. The script has been adapted to about a dozen languages of Southeast Asia. 
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